KWANTUNG   MESSAGE              123

" It is a simple calculation. China remains united.
ruan Shi Kai wants to play the leading part. He is
welcome to. I am convinced he will accept this. The
Northern Provinces are behind him. He will bring
hem into the fold. *If he accepts the office of President
f the Republic, he recognizes the Republic. We shall
ake care that he doesn't meddle with the Legislative.
)on*t forget, China's unity as a country is at stake. We
ave it by making Yuan Shi Kai President. I bring
his personal sacrifice gladly........."

"You don't bring a personal sacrifice," the young
nan said, pale and trembling with despair. "You
acrifice China. Not even for the sake of unity must
>rinciples be forsaken. We' have to annihilate Yuan
Shi Kai or he will annihilate us. To accept him as
Resident i's nothing but unconditional surrender on
>ur part."

"Not at all," the Finance Expert said. "The
President of the State is a purely representative figure.
Ml we have to do is to watch Yuan Shi Kai's hands
closely.........."

"You will watch them, and they will strangle you,"
;he young man said.

"I don't want civil war," Sun Yat Sen said
ietermined. "Yuan Shi Kai will accept the office of
President of the Republic and by this act recognize the
Republic. The Northern provinces remain united with
the Southern. I don't want secession, I .don't want
bloodshed. My course of action is clear."

Yuan Shi Kai drew his mouth wide and contracted
his cheeks, wrinkling his nose, till his eyes disappeared
in the fat of his face. He coughed, as all people in